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Abstract

This research aimed to find out how Think-Pair-Share technique can improve students’
achievement in reading comprehension. It used Classroom Action Research (CAR) and conducted
two cycles, where each cycle consisted of four meetings. The subjectsare 17 studentsof X| grade
which consstsof 7 mdesand 10femaes. Theinstrument for collecting datawerereading comprenension
test, observation sheets, and interview sheet. Based on reading comprehension score, students’ score
kept improvinginevery test. In preliminary study the mean scorewas 34.1, in cycle | the mean score
was 73.82, incyclell themean scorewas 89.41. Based on observation sheetsand interview shest, it
wasfound that teaching and |earning processran well. Studentswere active and interested in reading
comprehension. The result of the research showed that Think-Pair-Share can improve students’
achievement inreading comprehension.
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Introduction o _
~ Nowadays, it is widely believed that  score inthe preliminary study was 43,1. The
Englishisoneof important subject that mustbe  scoreisconsidered very low. Thisproblem happen
taken by thestudent intheschool. They haveto  might be caused by severd factors. First, students
faceit from elementary school until seniorhigh  do not have motivationto study. Thestudentsare
school. In the first place, the curriculum of  reluctant to study when theteacher wantsto start
educationinlindonesiaforcesthestudenttomaster  thelesson. They looked likead eepy-tired student.
four basic skillsof English, namely: listening,  Moreover, thestudentsarelack of thevocabul ary.
reeding, spesking, andwriting. Asaresult, dudents  Thestudentshaveadifficulty tocatchthemesning
fromsenior high school havetoimprovetheirfour  of some text because they do not know the
skillsto passthe academic demand. Despitefour  meaning of some vocabulary that had already
skillsthat student hasto madterinstudying English,  taught by theteacher. Besides, thereading teaching
they just haveto master theimportent skill which  andlearning activity is more teacher-centered.
coversal of theskills. Studentslearning activitiesis based on what the
Readingisoneof skillsthat studentsmust  teechertold. In adidition, thereeding teeching and
beexpertenough. Duetothisconditionthestudent  |€8mMing processissometimes boring, student do
will havedifficultiesto acquiretheknowledgeif 1Ot havemoltivation to read and comprenend the
they cannot read. According to Burhan (2012; 9),  textand sometimesthey just keepsilent and dleep

readingisaphysical and mental activity to revedl in the class when the study is being held.
the meaning of the written texts, whileinthat ~ Furthermore, dueto those problem, the teacher

activity there is a process of knowing letters, ~ Needstofindagoodmode of teachingwhichuse
Dedlingwithit, Clineet.a (2006: 2), datesthat  [0improvesiudent achievement incomprenending
reading isdecoding and understanding written  thereadingtext. Oneof themodelswhichisgood
texts. In addition, we can concludethat themain ~ fOr improving siudent activity that can buildthey
goal of reading isaprocess of comprehending motivation to study isThink-Pair-Share.
written texts. In senior high school, studentsdo Think-Pair-Shareisone of cooperative
not ask just toread thetext, but they alsoneedto  |earningthat makesthe student moreactiveinthe
comprehend thetext aswell. They areexpected  dlass, Thisactivity involves pairsor smal groups.
tocomprenend complexinformationfromthetext,  Think-Pair-Share is a cooperative learning
because when they have ability to comprenend  strategy developed by Frank Lyman (1981).
thetext well it will help student successinlearning. Thidnk-Pari] r-Share]c involves a;] tf}ree step thr?t
i i students have to follow. In the first step, the
teachi ngB ﬂ?"‘;ﬁ] T ot studenishavetothinkindivicually about thetopic
observed that the process of comprehendinga  that teacher give. Then, they have to choose a
reading text wasaseriousproblemfor them. Itis ~ Partnertoexchangetheir thoughits. Thelast step,
proven by theaverage of reading comprehension thepairssharethar thought with others.
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Based on the explanation above, the
researcherconducted a study about improving
students’ achievement in reading comprehension
through Think-Pair-Sharetechniquein order to
discover if student performance, in reading
comprehension, increase.

Teaching Technique

Teaching is the process of transferring
knowledge done by the teacher to make the
students understand about the materials.
According to Brown (2000: 16), “Technique is
any of awidevariety of exercise, activities, or
devices used in the language classroom for
realizing lesson objectives.” Teaching technique
issomeactivitiesthat used for makingthelearning
process more active and help the teacher to
managethecdassroom. By many kindsof technique
used by theteacher, studentswill beinterestedin
learning new materid. Techniquethat used by the
teacher must be proper withthetarget of learning.

Techniqueissuperordinatetermtorefer to
various activitiesthat either teacher or learners
perform in the classroom. In other word
techniquesincludeall task and activities (Anthony
in Brown, 2000). In using sometechniquesboth
of teacher and students haveto take part in the
|earning process. Teaching learning process can
be called successif both of the teacher and the
students enjoy theteaching learning process. To
makethat real theteacher should master kinds of
teaching techniqueto deliver themateria tothe
sudents.

Think-Pair-Share

Think-pair-share specificaly is a class
activity that uses the teaching technique of
cooperativelearning. Think-pair-shareinvolves
three stepsstructure that the sstudentsmust follow.
Duringthefirst step, whichisthink, individuas
think silently about a question posed by the
teacher. Individuals are then asked either to
choose apartner or are given one (pair) during
the second step, and together they exchange
thoughts. Inthethird step, the pairs share (share)
their responseswith other pairs, other teams, or
the entiregroup. Herethe teacher might ask the
pair of studentsto get with another pair and they
should all take two minutes to share their
predictionswith oneanother.

In past research it has been found to have
positiveeffectson student reeding comprehension.
Accordingto Carss(2007), after implementing
the think-Pair-Share technique, it had positive
effectsin reading achievement, especidly for those
studentsreading abovetheir chronological age.
Think-Pair-Share also seemed to have positive
effectson aspectsof oral language use, thinking,
met cognitiveawareness, and the devel opment of

reading comprehension strategies (Carss,
2007).Students need opportunities to practice
appropriate social interactionsand Think-Pair-
Sharedlowsthemto do that.
Reading skill

Reading asoneof thebasc skillsin English
isnot smply translated word per word but need
to be acquired during language course. However,
it appears to be neglected by some English
learners. They tend to treat it simply as a
supplementary skill. Theability to comprehend
something from reeding materia sfor sudentswho
learn aforeign language needsto beimprovedin
order to makethem easier in reading processand
togivethemenoughtimeindevedopingtheir ability.

Ashoor and Hawamdeh (2007: 23) state
that reading asafield of teachingisconsidered
oneof theimportant areasof teechingif not actudly
the most important ever. It is one of the most
important academic skills. Besides, itisamajor
pillar upon which theteaching/learning processis
built. Thereadingability playsacentrd roleinthe
teaching/learning successa al educationd stages.

Brasell (2008:20) states that reading
comprehensionistheability to takeinformation
fromwritten text and do somethingwithitina
way that demonstrates knowledge or
understanding of that information. Comprehension
occurswhen areader isableto act on, respond
to, or transform theinformation that i s presented
in written text in ways that demonstrate
understanding. Itillustrateshow readerscan show
they understand what they read.

Klingner (2007:8) states that reading
comprehension involves much more than reader’s
responsesto text. Reading comprehensionisa
multicomponent, highly complex processthat
involves many interactions between readersand
what they bring to the text aswell asvariable
related tothetext itself.

Method

AccordingtoAry (2010), research design
is the researcher’s plan of how to proceed to gain
an understanding of some group or some
phenomenoninitsnatura setting. Inaddition, Ary
(2010) stated, quantitative research deal with
guestion of relationship, cause and effect, or
current status that researcher can answer by
gathering and Satisticaly andyzing numeric data.
The research design used in this research is
Classroom Action Research (CAR) since the
researcher tried to improve students’ reading
achievement. Accordingto Latief (2010:81-82),
the goal of Classroom Action Research isto
improvethequdity of thepracticeof teachingand
learning inacertain classby usngacreativeand
innovativeway. Therefore, the researcher used
Think-Pair-Share technique to improve students’
reading achievement.
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Finding
Beforelmplementing the Classroom Action
Reserach

Thepreliminary study was doneto find
the problems faced by students in reading
comprehension. It wasconducted in onemeeting
for both questionnaire and the test. The
guestionnaire consistsof 5 questionsof multiple
choices. Thequestionnarearedistributed to know
the students’ attitude in reading class.

theresearcher findsout that studentsdo
not have motivation to study. The students are
reluctant to study when theteacher wantsto start
thelesson. Moreover, thestudentsarelack of the
vocabulary. Thestudentshaveadifficulty to catch
the meaning of some text because they do not
know the meaning of somevocabulary that had
dready taught by theteacher. Besides, thereading
teaching and learning activity ismore teacher-
centered. Studentslearning activitiesisbased on
what the teacher told. In addition, the reading
teaching and learning processissometimesboring,
student do not have motivation to read and
comprehend thetext and sometimesthey just keep
ﬁélegt anddespintheclasswhenthestudy isbeing

Cyclel

After teaching learning processat Cycle
1, the researcher and the observer discussed
about the conclusion of the applying the action.
Based ontheresult of observationtoward teaching
learning process in this cycle, the students’
participation werestill low, becausethey did not
pay attention and for active students, they were
ashamed to sharetheanswer orally. Astheresult,
somegroupsdid not accomplishther task ontime.

Inaddition, based ontheresult of thetest
|, therewasanimprovementincydel, theaverage
of the test increased become 73,82. However,
still therewere two studentswho did not passed
thepassinggrade. That iswhy theresearcher had
to develop another action.

Cyclell

For the second cycle, the researcher
rearrangethelesson plan based onthereflecting
phaseinthefirst cycle. For thisplanning, thetype
of thetext werechangedinto narrativetext. It was
hoped that the students can be more active in
teaching learning process. In addition, it was
expected to improvetheir understandinginthe
reading text inwhich contained themainidea, the
supporting details, and the topic about narrative
text through Think-Pair-Sharetechnique.

From thereflecting phase, based on the
result of acting and observing toward teaching
learning processin thiscycle, theresearcher were
satisfied because the students’ reading
comprehension wasincrease. Therewere many

improvementsafter gpplying the second action of
CAR.

Concluson

Viewingtheresult of thedassroom action
research, it can be concluded that Think-Pair-
Share technique could improve students’ reading
comprehension skill. However, both of theteacher
and the students should work cooperatively.
Moreover, it isaneed for ateacher to find an
appropriate strategy to teach reading.
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