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Abstract: Thisstudy isabout theability in using adjectiveclausein writing narrative paragraph at grade
X1 studentsof SMA Negeri 1 Siantar. The problem of thisthesisiswhether the studentsareableor not
in using adjective clausesin writing narrative paragraph. Thewriter makesthe hypothesisthat the
studentsareablein using adjective clauses and the studentsare unable in using adjective clausesin
writing narrative paragraph. The population of thisresearchismadeup of grade X1 students. Theresult
of thetest comesfrom the students by giving them thetest astheinstrument. Most of thestudentsare
unablein using adjective clausesinwriting narrative paragraph.
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INTRODUCTION

Theamof Englishlessonisto develop Therearesometeachingitemsingtructure;
thelanguage skillsand themost importantthing ~ oneof themisadjective clause. Adjective Clause
for theEnglishteacherishow toteachwell tothe  isagroup of wordswhich containasubject and a
students so they can be competent in English.  predicate of its own and does the work of an
Whenthegudentslearn English, theymusmaster  adjective (Wren, P.C and Martin, 1990:195). In
thefour languageskills, namely: ligening, reading,  anadjectiveclause, afull subject and predicateis
speaking and writing. Thefour skillscompriseof  changed by meansof aspecid introductory word
some componentssuch as structure, vocabulary  which hasthe samereferent asthe preceding noun
and fluency to support the mastery of thefour  or pronoun. Frank (1972:277) said that adjective
languageskills. Speaking meansusinglanguage  clauseisintroduced by relative pronoun (whom,
ordly, Readingmeanstheact of gainingmeaning ~ who, whose, which, that) and relative adverb
from the written words, listening means the  (when, whereand why). Murthy (2003:69) added
understanding of thespokenlanguageandWriting  that rdaivepronounisapronoun used to combine
meansexpressngsomethinginthewrittenlanguage  or relate sentencesor clausestogether. Relative
to make thereadersunderstand theidea clauses areaspecial type of introduced clause,

It is true that one skill cannot be  introduced by relative pronounswhich not only
performed without another. It isimpossibleto  act asthefunction word withinthe clause. It may
speak inaconversationif wedonot listenwell  be subject, complement, object and preposition
and people seldomwritewithout reading. Thus,  or modifier.
the students are expected to be able to use
Iaﬂ_guagetgrgugh listening, readi n%, speskingand  Problem of the Resear ch
writing and a so pay attention onthe components
For NP0 COMMUNCAION AT s ooeg 1S S3CkTround 2bove, he
effort to gain competence. Butinthisresearch, ¢ o egtion namely: “g\re the students of grade XI
thewriter focusesonthe grammar/ structure. g ne: 1S o1g

. " o : inSMA N 1 Siantar ableto use adjective clause

To acquirewriting ability, studentsfind i, \writina narrative paraaraph?”
somedifficulties. Thedifficultiesin arrangeideas ting Paragrapn:
in unity, coherence and cohesive paragraph.  Objectiveof theResearch _
Beside that they also find difficultiesin using Itisonly neturethat humanliveswith some
adjectiveclause, through experiencesmost of the  purposes. Teacher, students, farmer or whoever
studentsmay learn Englishinclassbut theyhave  live purposely and so doesthewriter. Here, the
learnt into writing such as cregtivewriting. writer makesthisresearch purposeful that tofind

According to Carrol, [et all] (2001:3)  outtheability of the studentsin using adjective
writing is often effectiveway to communicate.  clauseinwriting narrative paragraph.
WhileHeffernan and Lincoln (1982:3) said that L
writing is means of communicationyou must ~ Scopeand Limitation of the Resear ch
consciously learn. Students’ problem in writing ~_ Thisthesis is about the ability to use
paragraph mostly caused by their limitedwriting ~ adjective clause. Here, the writer makes the
ability and lessexperienceinwriting. Moreover,  limitation of finding out the ability of grade X|
writing ability does not appear spontaneoudly, it students in using adjective clause in writing
needsanumber of practiceand regular training  narrative paragraph with theintroductory words
onit. of relative pronoun (who, whom, whoseand that)

41



42 Edumedia : Jurnal Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan,Volume 4. Nomor 2, Oktober 2020, him . 41 - 48

and relative adverb (when, where and why) in
complex sentence.

Significance of the Resear ch

Here, thewriter hopesthat thisresearch
isuseful to theteacher toimprove the methods
and strategiesinteaching English especialy about
adjective clause; to the studentsisto solvetheir
difficultiesinusngadjectiveclauseinordertogan
what we call asthe competent of the students.

Hypothesis

The hypothesis of this study is:The
sudentsareableto useadjectiveclauseinwriting
narrative paragraph.The studentsare not ableto
useadjectivedauseinwriting narrative paragraph.

Key Terms

1. Ahility isspecid natural power of
themindto do somethingwell.2. Adjectiveisthe
word added to the name of noun and signifying
an attribute of thenoun. 3. Clauseis component
of asentencewith its own subject and predicate
especidly indoing thework of anoun, adjective
and adverb. 4. Adjective clause is a group of
wordswhich containsasubject and apredicate
of itsown doesthework of an adjective.

REVIEW OFRELATED LITERATURE

In including a research, theories are
needed to clarify termsthat arein theresearch.
The clarification of terms can avoid
misunderganding. Thefollowingtermsareagpplied
inthisstudy.
Adjective

Anadjectiveisaword used with anoun
to describeor point out the person, animad, place
or thingwhichthenoun names, or totell thenumber
of quantity.
Examples. | met akind man.

TheKindsof Adjective

Therearemany kindsof adjectives, such
as: Demonstrative Adjective, Distributive
Adjective, Qualitative Adjective, Possessive
Adjective, InterrogativeAd)ective, Quantitative
Adjective.

Clause

Clauseisagroup of wordsthat formsa
part of a sentence and has a subject and a
predicate of itsown (Murthy, 2003:227). There
aretwokindsof dause, namely independent dause
which makesgood sensesby itsdf and dependent
clause (subordinate clause) which can not stand
by itself and make good sense.

Noun Clause

Noun clauseisthegroup of wordswhich
contains a subject and a predicate of this own
and does the work of a noun (Wren, P.C and

Martin, 1990:197). Frank (1972:283) added that
inanoun clause, thefull subject and predicateare
retained, but the structure is changed by the
addition of aspecid word order or by both. These
changes permit the noun clausetofill the same
positionsandto servethe samefunctionasnoun.
e.g. 1. Weta ked about what apretty girl shewas.
2. He suggested that | writetheletter soon.

Adverb Clause

Adverb clauseisagroup of wordswhich
containsasubject and apredi cate of itsown and
doesthework of an adverb (Murthy, 2003:229).
Inanadverb clause, aspecid introductory word
isadded to afull subject and predicate structure.
Thisintroductory word requiresthe clauseto be
attached to another full predication, the main
clause.
AdjectiveClause

Adjective clause is a group of words
which contains a subject and apredicate of its
own (subordinate clause) which functionisto
modify the preceding noun or pronoun. An
adjectiveclauseisintroduced by ardaive pronoun
and relative adverb and it is put directly after
preceding noun or pronoun.
eg. Themanwhoinvitedyoutodinnerismyuncle.

Thisisthebook that | told you about.

AdjectiveClause

The adjective clause comprises two
meaningful words, namely “adjective” and
“clause”. Adjective is a group of words that
modifiesthenoun or pronoun, clauseisagroup
of wordsthat forms part of sentence and hasa
subject and apredicate of itsown. So, based on
these two meaningful words, it is defined that
adjective clauseisthe clausethat performsthe
function of an adjective.

Wren, P.C and Martin (1990:205) said
that an adjective clauseisasubordinate clause
which doesthework of an adjectiveand qualifies
somenoun or pronouninthemainclause. It means
that adjective clause is the part of complex
sentencefor it containsareprincipd (independent)
clause and oneor moreadjectiveclause.
Examples
TheTypesof Adjective Clause

Anadjectivecdlausecan beclassfiedinto
fivetypesbased on what theintroductory words
refers to Frank (1972:276), they are: 1.
Introductory words referring to person uses
relative pronoun “who” as subject, “whom” asan
object and “whose” as possessive pronoun and
“that” as a subject or object.All these introductory
words have different uses, such as: The beautiful
girl who stthereismy aunt. 2. Introductory word
referring to thing. When theintroductory word
refers to a thing, we use “which”, “that” more ever
these two words can be used interchangeably.3.
Introductory word referring to time; When is
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appropriate only to denotetime. The examples
below illustrateit more clearly: Thisistheyear
when the World Cup games are held. 4.
Introductory word referring to place. The
introductory word that servesto narrow down
the reference of place it modifies, we use
“where”.Examples: This is the house where I live.
5. Introductory word referring to reason. The
introductory word “why” is used to indicate
reason. Having knownthat theintroductory word
“why” is used to denote reason, we can build up
anadjectivedausein whichtheintroductory word
refersto areason as shown below:Givemeone
good reason why you did that.

TheFunction of AdjectiveClause

Therearetwo classfication of adjective
clause based on function that adjective clause
function like any adjective and thisis used to
modify anoun an apronoun; 1. Adjective Clause
modifying the precedingNoun; 2.AdjectiveClause
Moditying Preceding Pronoun

ThePosition of AdjectiveClause

Normaly, the adjectivecdausesshould be
placed directly after their noun or pronoun. But
sometimes the adjective clauses are separated
from their noun or pronoun by aword or phrases.
Examples Therearemany sudentsinthehal who
takeseminar.

Writing

Heffernan and Lincoln (1982:30) stated
that writingisameansof communication you must
consciously learn. No one learns to write
automaticaly. You cannot writeevent asnglel etter
of theal phabet with aconsciouseffort of mind
and hand and to get beyond thesingleletter, you
must show how to form words, how to put words
together into sentencesand how to punctuatethose
sentences. AsSanggam (2008:2) said that writing
isthewritten productivelanguage skill. It isthe
skill of awriter to communicateinformationtoa
reader or group of reader.

Paragraph

Heffernan and Lincoln (1982:98) stated
that paragraph isaset of sentences set off from
preceding sentences by an indentation at the
beginning. Setiawan (2002:10) said that paragraph
has characteristics, such as:1. Paragraph is a
division or distinct portion of written work.2.
Paragraph may cons st of oneor several sentence
dedingwithonemainidea3. Paragraphisstarted
onanew lineand it may beintended to show the
readersthat isthe beginning of new paragraph.

Narrativeparagraph

Narrative paragraph tellsastory or part
of astory. It isusually written in chronol ogical
order (Cramer [at al], 1984:380). One way to

cheek your writing for clarifiesof purposeistois
to compare what you have written to four
categories of prose, one of the categories is
narrative. Each of those categories called
theoretical modes (Bear, 1988:21).

METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH

Arikunto (2006:149) said that
methodol ogy isaspecific set of aprocedure of
researching. Research methodol ogy refersto the
set of rules and procedures employed in
systematically arriving at the solution of research
problem. It explainsthedesign of theresearch,
population and sample, data collection or
Ingrument which ded swithvaidity, rliability and
dataandysis.

Design of the Resear ch

Theresearch follows the methodol ogy
that isdescriptive quantitetive, inwhich thewriter
needs to determine the population in writing
narrative paragraph by using adjective clause.

Thisresearch followssurvey designin
whichthewriter needs somedaysto get the data.
Theobservationisthe using adjectiveclausein
writing narretive paragraph. Thus, thewriter wants
to know the students’ ability of grade X1 of SMA
Negeri 1 Siantar.

Population and Sample

Population and sample aretwo related
termsin research. In Encyclopediaof Educationa
Evaluation Written “A population is a set
(collection) of dl dementspossessing oneor more
attributes of interest. Arikunto (2006:109-112)
stated that sampleisapart of the population that
isresearched. Thelimitation of population must
be known and prescribed clearly and assertively.
And samplea so besidewemust collect thedata
correctly, wemust d so makethesamplecorrectly
and follow justified waysin order to make the
believable conclusions. Something about the
drawing of sample, that if the subject lessthan
onehundred, itisbetter to maked| thesubject as
the sample but if the subject more than one
hundred, just take approximate 10-15 % or 20-
25% more, depends on:1. The ability of the
researcher viewed from the time, power and
fund.2. The scope of theresearch.3. Therisk of
theresearch.

Population

Populationisthetotd of research subject.
The population of this research is made up of
2010/2011 grade X1 students of SMA Negeri 1
Santar. Therearefiveclasseswhichareclassified
into two departments, namely IPA which refers
to natural science and IPSwhich refersto social
science.
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Tomakeit clear, ook at thetable be ow!

Class Mae Femae Total
XI Al 8 26 31
X1 A2 10 22 32
X1 A2 9 33 32
X1 S1 9 25 34
X1 S2 7 24 31
160
Sample which are got from the box, will be supposed as

Sampleisthesma | number of population
or the part of population which represented
(Sukmadinata2006:260). Thewriter hasdecided
25% of the popul ation asthe sample because she
thinksthat It hasbeen representativeenoughin
order to get the accurate data. In this case, the
writer used the technique of random sampling
where all the subject of population has same
opportunity to be the sample in this research.
Thereare 160 students of the grade X| of SMA
Negeri 1 Siantar aspopul ation. Therefore, there
are40 students as sample. Thewriter writesthe
name of every student inasmall piece of paper
and put into abox. Then, she takes 25% students’
namefromA1L, fromA2 25%, fromA3 25%, from
S125% and 25% from S2 randomly. The names,

the sample. From every class consists of 8
students. So, atogether are 40 studentsto bethe
sample.

Resear ch I nstrument
Instrumentisadeviceused for collecting
thedata. Inthisresearch, thewriter needsthedata
about the students’ ability in using adjective clause
inwriting narrative paragraph. To get thispurpose,
the writer uses the students and test paragraph
writing astheinstrument to get thedata. Thetest
consists of the five types of adjective clause.
Conseguently, apossibleweskness of such atest
way results from failure to supply adequate
guidelinesto thetest. In other words, all good
tests possess’ two qualities: validity and reliability.

Tableof Specification

Content Area

Multiple Completion

Types of Adjective Clauses

Choice Test Test

1 Introductory words referring to person

*Relative Pronoun
a. as subject (who/that)
b. as object (whom/that)
C. as possessive (whose)
2. Introductory words referring to things
*Relative Pronoun
a. toreplace subject (which/that)
b. to replace object (which/that)
C. to replace object
which/ on which)
3. Introductory word referring to time
*Relative adverb
- when
4.  Introductory word referring to place
*Relative adverb
- where
5. Introductory word referring to reason
* Relative adverb
- why

preposition  (of

wwhH
=)

= wWww
P NN

Total

20 20
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Validity

AccordingtoHarris(1969:18-19), inthe
selection of any test, two questions must be
considered: 1. What precisely does the test
measure? 2. How well doesthetest measure?

A test can not be good one unlessitis
valid. Theessenceof vaidity isameasurement
that showsthegrade of validity of aninstrument.
A vdidingstrument hasahighvadidity but theless
vadidinstrument hasthelow vaidity.

Therearethreekindsof vaidity namdy;
content vaidity, empiricd vdidity and facevdidity
(Harris, 1969:18-21). In content vaidity, if atest
isdesigned to measure mastery of aspecific skill
or the content of aparticular courseof study, we
should expect thetest to be based upon acareful
anaysisof theskill or an outline of the course.
Empirical validity dependson large part onthe
reliability of both test and criterion measure. In
facevdidity, wemean smply theway of test|looks
to theexamination, test administration, educators
andthelike.

Inthisresearch, thewriter uses content
validity. Content validity is atest designed to
measure the mastery of specific skill that is
adjectiveclause. Inrelation totheresearch, the
test is to measure the writing performance of
students based test on narrative paragraph by
using adjectiveclause. Here, thewriter usesthe
formula of person called “Product Moment

Form:ula”. NS 5y - (Z XXZ y)
T NS SNy -]

Where:

N: number of students

X: scoresof Pre-test

y: scoresof Post-test

xy: coefficient correlation betweenx andy
r: correlation

Reliability

Rdiability isthedependability of thetest,
or by other words, the test can be trusted. By
reliability ismeant thestability of thetest score. A
test can be measure anything well unless it
measures consistently. Thetest reliability can be
estimated by retesting the sameindividuaswith
the sametest (test-retest method), dividing the
items into two parts by odd even (split-half
method), Sukmadinata (2006:230). In this
research, thewriter used the split-half method to
edimatethereliability of thetest and sheusesthe
formulaof Spearman Brown:

r

2.r1 1
22

Where

r,, = Reiability of instrument

r,, =thecoefficient correlation betweenthe
22 twohalvestest. Techniques of

Analyzing Data

All testswhich aredistributed to the
studentsare analyzed by thewriter and she
givesscorefor dl items. Thewriter will giveone
scoreif theanswer iscorrect, whilethewrong
answer thewriter will giveO.

After the writer got all the students’
score, thewriter will find out the mean, median
and standard deviation in order to know the
students’ ability in using adjective clause.
Heaton (1979:11) said that, “objective test
usualy have only one correct answer, they score
mechanically”. Mean () or averageis
computed by adding alist scoresand then
dividing by thenumber of scores, standard
deviation(s) isameasure of the spread of
Scores.

TheLevel of Ability

Theresult of thetest will show the
students’ ability in using adjective clause. It will
befound out by counting themean and standard
deviaionwithformulaasfollows.

M ean

" Zx
(=5

Where:

X =score

N =number of the sample
(Sudjana. 2002:67)

Sandard Deviation

s= AN %)~ ()

Where

S=dandard deviation
N =number of sample
X =score

(Harris, 1969:138)

DATAANALYSISAND
INTERPRETATION

This chapter discussesabout theresult of
study, which consistsof andysisdata, theleve of
students’ ability, validity of the test, reliability of
thetest, research finding, and datai nterpretation.
Thewriter hasgiven narrative paragraph asthe
instrument to the students of grade X1 to measure
the students’ ability in using adjective clause in
writing narrative paragraph.
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DataAnalysis

Thedataof Student writing haslisted the marks of pre-test and post-test of experimental class.
It showsthat the lowest score of the pre-test is 10 and the highest is 78, whilethelowest scorein post-
testis10andthehighestis78.
The Level of Students’ Ability in Pre-test
Mean () =47.27 Standard deviation (S) = 17.75

Level Ability The criteria
x +8S

High 47.27+ 17.75
65.02

x-S > 4.9
Median 47271775 <« 47.27+17.75
29.52 = 65.02
x-S
Low 47.27 - 17.75
29.52

Classfication of thelevd ability of sudentsin pre-testMean

Level ability The criteria Number of students %
High More than 65.02 9 22.5
Median Between 29.52-65.02 19 47.5
Low Lessthan 29.52 12 30
(x) =50.62 Standard deviation (S) = 16.34
Level Ability The criteria
x +S
High 50.62+ 16.34
66.96
_ % <8 > x+S
Median 50.62 - 16.34 < 50.62+16.34
34.28 =r 66.96
x-S
Low 50.62 — 16.34
34.28
Classfication of theleve ability of studentsin post-test
Level ability The criteria Number of students %
High More than 66.96 12 30
Median Between 34.28-66.96 16 40
Low Lessthan 34.28 12 30

Validity of the Test
Inthisthesisthe, writer did validation for the students. To find out the validity of thetest, the
writer compared them between thefirst scoreswith the second score by using the Coefficient.
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TheValidity of Sudents:
NIZXY-Zx)ZY)

Jwsxt-E )y -(Er))

40.101135—(1891)(2025)

V/140.94500— (1891)* f}40.110955 - (2025)*

4045400-3332175

V(3780360 —2996361)4438200 — 3705625)

713225
J/(883999)832575)

713225
7/9359954611

713225
987901.78

0.72

After analyzing the validity of the students, it was found that the validity is 0.72.

Reliability of the Test

Inthisthess, thewriter did rdiabilitiesfor

thestudents. Tofind out therdiability of thetest,
thewriter compared them between thefirst scores
by using the Formulaof Spearman Brown:

TheRdiability of Students:

2.1,

22

)

. (0.72

"R 0.72
ol

Yoam
7, =0.83

Vi =

2

After andyzingtherdiahility, it wasfound

that thereliability of studentsis0.83. It means
that the score of writingtest arehigh (0.83).

Resear ch Finding

After making research, fromthe pre-test

thewriter found that thereare 9 studentswho are
at thehighlevd ability about 22.5% and who are
at themedium level 19 studentsor about 47.5%,
whilethestudentswho areat thelow leve of ability
12 or about 30%. So, theleve ability of students
inusing adjective clausesisat the medium level
because the percentage of the students at the
medium level ismorethan othersleve. Fromthe
test, the writer found the mean is 47.27 and
standard deviationis17.75.

After giving pre-test, the writer taught
about adj ective clausesto the students and then
shegavepost-test. From the post-test, thewriter
found that there are 12 studentswho are at the
high leve or about 30%, the studentswho are at
themedium level ability is16 or about 40%, while
thestudentswho areat thelow level of abilityis
12 or about 30%. So, theleve ability of students
inusing adjective clausesisat the medium level
because the percentage of the students at the
medium level ismorethan othersleve. Fromthe
test, the writer found the mean is 50.62 and
standard deviationis 16.34.

Thetest, whichisgiventothestudents, is
validwherethevalidity is0.72. Itisgot by using
Product Moment Formula. Thetestisdsordiable
wheretherdiability is0.83.
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CONCLUSIONS

After doingtheresearch, thewriter makes
some conclusionthat: 1. In order to understand
about adjectiveclauses. It isimportant to know
the meaning of adjective, clause, and adjective
clause. Adjectiveistheword used to modify the
noun or pronoun, clauseisagroup of wordsthat
formsapart of asentence and hasasubject and
predicate of itsown; adjective clauseisagroup
of wordswhich containsasubject and apredicate
of itsown (subordinate clause) whichfunctionis
to modify the preceding noun or pronoun. 2.
Besidesthemeaning, itisason toknow
thekindsof them. Therearesix kindsof adjectives,
namely demonstrative adjective, quantitative
adjective, qualitative adjective, possessive
adjective, interrogative adjectiveand distributive
adjective. Therearetwo kindsof clauses, namdy
independent clauseswhich make good sensesby
itself and dependent clause which cannot stand
and make good sense by itself. Therearethree
kinds of clauses, namely noun clause, adverb
cdauseandadjectiveclause. 3. Therearefivetypes
of adjective clauses, namely introductory words
referring to person, introductory wordsreferring
to things, introductory word referring to place,
introductory word referring to time and
introductory word referring to reason. 4. The
introductory words can function assubject, object
and possessive. 5. Thestudentsareunableinusing
adjective clausesinwriting narrative paragraph.
It can be seen fromtheir scoresof answeringthe
testsgivento them. 6. The studentsdo not know
the form of adjective clauses especially in
determining what relative pronoun or relative
adverb should be used in the sentences. 7. They
aredsodifficultin understanding thefunction of
adjective clauses. 8. They aso felt difficult in
understanding thefivetypes of adjective clauses.

REFERENCES
Arikunto, Suharsimi, Prosedur Pendlitian,
Jakarta: Rinekacipta, 2006

Azar, Betty Schrampher, Under standing
English Grammar, New Jersey:
Prentice- Hall, 2003.

Bear, S. Richard, Writing Paragraph and Essay,
London: OxfordUniversity Press, 1988

Cramer et all. Language: Sructureand Use.
New York: Scott Forestman and
Company, 1986

Frank, Marcella, Modern English, A Practical
Reference Guide, New Jersey: Prentice
Hall Inc, 1972

Heaton, J.B., Writing English Language
Test,London and New York: Longman,
Inc, 1979

Heffernan & Lincoln, Writing: A College
Handbook, London: Norton English
Company, Inc., 1982

Hornby, A.S., Oxford Advance Learner’s
Dictionary of Current English, New
York: OxfordUniversity, Press. 1995

Littell, McDougal, Grammar for
Writing,California: A Division of
Houghton Mifflin Company, 2008

Murthy, Jayanthy Dakshina. Contemporary
English Grammar, New Delhi: Shivam
Printers, 2003

Rivers, WilgaM, Teaching Foreign Language
ill, Chicago: TheUniversity of Chicago
Press, 1969

Sapir, Edward, Language: An Introduction to
the Sudy of Soeech, New York: Harcurt
Brace JovanovichInc, 1921

Sudjana, MetodeSatistika, Bandung: Tarsito,
2002

Sukmadinata, Nana Syaodih, Metode Pendlitian
Pendidikan, Bandung: Rosda, 2006

Thomson, A.J and Martinet, A.V, A Practical
English Grammar, London:
OxfordUniversity Press, 1986

Wren, PC and Marthin H, High School
English Grammar and Composition,
New Delhi: S. Chand and Company
Ltd, 1990



